
Learning About 
Family & Community

Suggestions from One Descendant to Others



Research.  
Document.
Verify.
Share. 



Historian?

Genealogist?

Amateur Detective?

What do you 
call yourself?



Don’t get caught up on titles; do the work! 



You’ve probably already started!

• Listening to old family stories.
• Looking at photographs.
• Talking with relatives. 

Take the next steps!



• Write down what you’ve heard.
• Ask questions.
• Label photographs.



Accept that there’s always 
more to learn.



Two other descendants and I agreed to:

1) Document the sources we used.
This allows someone else to search for and find the 
same or similar information.

2) Share sources of information.
For example, someone writes to the Secretaries of State 
for documents relating to their family. Someone else is 
good at reading old handwriting. Another remembers 
stories about Brackettville.

3) While researching, take note of information that might 
be of use to someone else.

An example of this is on the next page.

Suggestion #1 :
Collaborate with 
other descendants



I learned from my great-grandfather’s military records, that he 
served in the 1899-1902 U.S. occupation of Cuba.

Know ye, that John Jefferson a trumpeter of Troop “D” of the Tenth Regiment of 
Cavalry who was enlisted on the 25th day of March one thousand eight hundred and ninety-
nine serve 3years is hereby Honorably Discharged from the army of the United states by 
reason of Expiration of term of service.
     The said John Jefferson was born in Fort Clark in the state of Texas and when enlisted 
was 21 six years of age, 5 feet 10 inches high, Dark complexion Br.  eyes, Black hair and by 
occupation a Laborer. 
     Given under my hand in near Ciego de Avila, Cuba the 24th day of March in the year of 
our Lord, one thousand nine hundred and two. 

J.W. Watson Captain 10th Cav.,  commanding 
Character 

No objecting to his reenlistment is known to exist.
Very Good 
Wm Wells

2nd lieutenant  10th CAV
Comdg  Troop “D”



I wondered if there were other men from Ft. Clark who also served. I looked up the surname of one of 
the descendants I was working with, Hawkins. Below is my query on ancestry.com and the results.



I shared this information with the Descendant so that he could do further research to determine if this was 
his relative.



Suggestion #2

Coming Soon!


	����Learning About �Family & Community
	Slide Number 2
	What do you call yourself?
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12

